AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Proc. 9062 Title 3—The President

This week, let us renew our family bonds. Whether by sharing a family
meal, reading a bedtime story, or creating a holiday tradition, let us carve
out a place in the lives of our loved ones. And as we do so, let us resolve
that every family should have the opportunity to raise America’s next gen-
eration of innovators, scholars, and leaders.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 24 through
November 30, 2013, as National Family Week. I invite all States, commu-
nities, and individuals to join in observing this week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities to honor our Nation’s families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9062 of November 26, 2013
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This August, as we marked the 50th anniversary of the March on Wash-
ington, we were reminded that the measure of America’s progress is not
whether the doors of opportunity are cracked a little wider for a few, but
whether our economic system provides a fair shot for the many. Minority-
owned businesses play a crucial part in driving this progress—not only
when their founders pursue their fullest measure of success, but also when
they offer employees of all backgrounds a chance to enter the ranks of the
American middle class. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, we
recognize the strength of our diverse workforce and the many ways minor-
ity entrepreneurs contribute to our economy, our society, and our Nation’s
fundamental promise.

America’s minority enterprises include everything from Main Street corner-
stones that sustain communities to global firms that drive innovation in the
industries of tomorrow. Together, these businesses employ almost 6 million
Americans and contribute 1 trillion dollars to our economy every year. Mi-
nority entrepreneurs bring unique perspectives to every corner of our coun-
try, and their understanding of diverse cultures often gives them an advan-
tage in the international marketplace.

As our economy continues to recover, our investments in minority owned
and operated firms will help create jobs, strengthen families, and build lad-
ders of opportunity in underserved communities. Over the past 5 years, my
Administration has worked to empower minority entrepreneurs by con-
necting them with billions of dollars in contracts and access to capital. And
to better serve America’s business community, we launched
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www.Business.USA.gov, where any firm can seek out financing opportuni-
ties, navigate Federal bureaucracy, and cut through red tape.

This week, we celebrate America’s minority enterprises, renew our commit-
ment to helping them grow, and look with pride toward the promise of the
future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1 through De-
cember 7, 2013, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call upon all
Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority
enterprises.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9063 of November 26, 2013
Thanksgiving Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Thanksgiving offers each of us the chance to count our many blessings—
the freedoms we enjoy, the time we spend with loved ones, the brave men
and women who defend our Nation at home and abroad. This tradition re-
minds us that no matter what our background or beliefs, no matter who we
are or who we love, at our core we are first and foremost Americans.

Our annual celebration has roots in centuries-old colonial customs. When
we gather around the table, we follow the example of the Pilgrims and
Wampanoags, who shared the fruits of a successful harvest nearly 400 years
ago. When we offer our thanks, we mirror those who set aside a day of
prayer. And when we join with friends and neighbors to alleviate suffering
and make our communities whole, we honor the spirit of President Abra-
ham Lincoln, who called on his fellow citizens to “fervently implore the
interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and
to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the
full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.”

Our country has always been home to Americans who recognize the impor-
tance of giving back. Today, we honor all those serving our Nation far from
home. We also thank the first responders and medical professionals who
work through the holiday to keep us safe, and we acknowledge the volun-
teers who dedicate this day to those less fortunate.

This Thanksgiving Day, let us forge deeper connections with our loved
ones. Let us extend our gratitude and our compassion. And let us lift each
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